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to the waters at Ems. At first this illness seemed trifling to
him, but now it worried him, and in his letters he mentioned
it with as much apprehension as pleasure.
"A certain part of my lungs has been displaced," he wrote,
"as well as my heart which is at present in a different posi-
tion, and all this because of my emphysema." Or, "I still
think of the future, and especially of buying an estate.
Would you believe that I have gone insane? I tremble at the
thought of my children's future." Or, "Everyone thinks we
have money, but we have nothing."
His tremendous labors served only to pay his creditors.
He needed money, urgently, very urgently. His wife opened
a bookshop which brought in a fair income. As for himself,
he planned to resume A Writer's Diary and to write the
second part of The Brothers Karatnazov. This was supposed
to deal with Aliosha, the personification of the new Russia,
as contrasted with Dmitri, the symbol of the old Russia, and
Ivan, the European. The new type of Russian was to achieve
his salvation in the world, following the advice of the starets
Zosima. In the course of a heated discussion with Count
Melchior de Vogue, Dostoevsky declared that the Russian
people had the same spirit as every other people and its own
genius in addition. That was why the Russian people could
understand every other people without being understood by
them.
This intense nationalism was recognized by the authorities.
Upon Dostoevsky's request the Minister of the Interior sus-
pended the secret police surveillance of which the great
novelist had been the object ever since his release from
prison.
On December 24, 1877, Dostoevsky made the following
entry in his notebook: